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Aithough Washington's I[rish
HTLMuUnIty nas existed since the
U0s witn such socteties as the An-
:ent Order of Hibernians, it was
niv 21ght or nine vears 4go that
2rramn of the voung Irish of the
nstrict of Coiumbia found :their
lentity

Like most voung people. their
ity was through a common in-
2rest—mudsic. [rish music. Danny
ind Patrick O'Flaherty and Vin-
cent Quinian, “The Celtic Folk,”
are the young Irish community, or
1t least. a musical part of it.

They estabiished Irish music in
‘Vashington. [n addition to cpening
iimost every pub here, they have
‘ecome the mainstay attraction
nat Xeeps the pubs going. Their
nusic s 50 popular that wherever
-1e Celtic Folk may be performing,
‘ne crowds follow.

Their music is traditional and
imerican folk. with a little soit
sountry thrown in from time to
me. Of course true I[rish music
overs come for the I[rish tradi-
“ionai music. :

To Americans. that means
wvervthing {rom ‘' Finnegan’'s
“Vake" to ~"McNamara’'s Band.”
They play it all. and can-fill just
100Ut any request that comes irom
‘ne audience.

To say that Danny, Patrick and
inny are complete artists 1s not
:noverstatement. [t is exemplified
= theiwr ability to plav ten in-
sruments. do their own arranging
ind “4Tite their own songs

Danny. the spokesman for the
-rOUp. 1S as serious and intense
-nen ‘alking !0 vou as he s
wnorous and fun-ioving on stage.
his 15 serious business for them.
ey Z0 aboul music ‘he way
esmen g0 about selling their
sroducts.

Danny sayvs they don't play the
raditional Irish music as much
:re in the Stales, because there
st isn ¢ a market {or it. ~“Those
w plav ‘radilionai just don't
?.::x\’e--.z. 30 we try (o do a .ittle bit
i =vervthing. We piay to the au-

< .
“This isn t itke [reland.” he goes
" 0 sav. 'oeopie there stop and
sten. nere they 2o on drinking and
aiking. There are a tew execp-
ions. but vou just have (o iearn to
-2t their attention through au-
nence participation and special
equests.

Ana nandling an audience is
Janny’s speciaity. Several months
120. a British snip was visiting
“Vashington and some of the sailors
rom the ship tried to cause an inci-
:ent. They sent up a note to the
iroup saying they nad just return-
-d from duty in Northern [reland.
ind requested an Orange song.

Danny stopped and introduced
“he members of the Celtic Folk.
and John Longbotton. wno piays
+ith them from time to time John
s a Yorkshire Englishman. Danny
‘hen ied the group otf in piaving
=verv [rish rebei song they knew.
vith Jjohn singing right along with
‘hem.

Nothing eise was said. but theyv
nad made their point.

The Celtic Folk are not limited to

DC.

playving in (rish pubs. Thev piaved
at Presidents Reagan’s [naugural
Bail and they opened the Solidarity
Day Labor March on Wasnington
this past tall. Severai people at the
march grumbled and questioned
why an Irish group would bde
represented at a labor movement
demonstration.

Danny explainéd that the Irish in
American were the earliest people
invoived in the American labor
movement. And when the group
started to play, the grumbling
stopped and the cheers came.
Their most thrilling performance,
they all agree, was when they
played for the Pope when he
visited Washington.

Both Danny and Pat were born in
America, but went back to the west
of [reland, the Aran Isiands and
Galway, as babies with their
parents. Both of their parents were
born in Ireland and had come to
the States for only a brief time.

Their mother is still there. Their
dad passed away several years
ago. Both Danny and Patrick grew
up speaking Gaelic. From their
roots. their parents and grand-
parents. they learned tne tradi-
tional music of the west of Ireland.

Danny has a great respect for
the music of the west. he chides
those who go into that area of
[reland and *‘steal” the traditiona!
music and forget to give credit
where it’s due.

Vinny, the group’s arranger and
nase guitar plaver. is aise the se-
cond lead singer. His accent is
pure Dublin. where he was born
and grew up.

Betore joiming the Celtic Foik,
vinny worked in Dublin‘as.a music
arrapger for various rock groups
and. at one time. for Tiny Tim. Vin-
my is the hardest of the three to get
to know. and he 1s a pertfectionist.

Patrick i{s somewhnat over-
shadowed by his brother Danny,
but ask him about any subject and
he can give vou a good analysis
and history. He never smiles. and
it drives the giris wild.

Needless to0 say, a lot of thewr
iollowers are females. Both Vin-
cent and Patrick emphatically
swear they will-never marry. Pat
says ne had to help nis mother
raise his 10 brothers and sisters-
because he was the oldest. and that
was enough for him.

Vinny says he likes women,
“but.”” and there “‘would be wigs
on the green before [ ever get mar-
ried.”” Asked what that meant, he
sawd, “In other words, there'd be a
lot of trouble Jetting me to the
aitar.” Even with such definitely
expressed convictions, the young
ladies who come night after night
to sit and listen don't seem to be
deterred.

Patrick says they are happy with
what they are doing, but not
satisiied. When they have a
aumober-one hit. then he'll be truly
happy. They have cut two albums.
“Volume One" and ' Voiume
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Two." Both are basically Irish folk
music.

The second album has one song
they wrote about the return of the
American hostages {rom {ran.
Danny says their next album will
ne composed of strictly the music
they ve written. They have penned
51X songs aiready. with one includ-
ed in their repertoire. it's about
their home in the Aran Islands, and
it’s quite lovely. They also plan to
use their American experiences in
some of the songs they are writing.

Danny says that Washington has
surpassed New York as the spot
where most Irish folk groups want
to come to perform in the States.

Before coming to Washington,

Chicago. They still have
family there.

The group 1s in great demand on
St. Paddy’s Day, and can play just
apout anywhere they want. but
they give their business to the per-
son who employs them the most
throughout the year, Pat Troy, at
[reland’s Own. ’

some

The Celtic Folk will be off to
[reland in July to play a series of
concerts -throughout the country.
They plan to put out a single for the

‘Ballads, Bards and
Bagpipes’ launched i{ram
Kansas City station

KANSAS CITY—This Missourt
metropoiis s the base for a
relatively-new, nationallyv-
syndicated radio program
dedicated o ‘traditional Ceitic
music. “‘Ballads. Bards and
Bagpipes'' s produced by Dave
Brown and Gerald Trimble at the
production facilities of the Univer-
sity of Missouri-Kansas City’s
KCUP-7"" campus rdio station.

The show is transmiited weekly
o about 20 United States radio sta-
tions. mosty coilege and/or Na-
tional Public Radio affiliates via
satellite.

Brown and Trimble are musi-
cians who became enthusiastic
about the music of the Chieftains
several vears ago. After traveling
to Ireland and Scotland and spen-
ding many pieasurefui hours in
musical pub seisuns. the duo began

lived in continued on page 49

Danny and Patrick

coilecting records of the music
they had become so fond of.

Brown and Trimble started a
show on KCUR based on their
specialized musical tastes. When
the sateilite distribution system
became available, they expanded
the program to an hour in length
and oifered it over the facilities of
the National Public Radio network
of stations.

[f you wish to know where the
show can be heard in your broad-
casting area and/or any ather fur-
ther program information, vou can
call Brown, :816) 453-7979 or con-
tact: -*Ballads, Bards and
Bagpipes,” Post Office Box 12522,
Kansas City, Mo. 64116.

A delightful windfall
from Ireland’s larger-
than-life Brendan’
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aCknO charts in April to introduce
themseives, not that they need it, John Longbottom, their
cellent to [reland. Yorkshire Englishman will be go-
h Danny says they are not relying ing along too. John. who sounds as
snort on the trip to Ireland to make it or Irish as the others during the
N break it. they just want to enjoy the songs, has brought them their soft
series VISit and the concerts. “[f we ac- country flavor. N

complish what we want, we wiil do
it here. America is our first coun-
try. "’

In addition to the three original
members of the group, they will be
taking along a fiddle player and a
man wno nelped make American
folk music popular in the 60s, Peter

[ expect peopie who attend their
concerts will be hearing a lot of
[rish folk music, but [ think
Americans can be sure that they
will be presenting some- of
America’s best music, and from
their own pens to boot.

. Make Checks Payable to

Irish Books and Media

683 Osceola AV., St. Paul, Minn. 55105
Ph. (612) 647-5678

Clothbound, 100 pp., $15.50 pius
$1.00 postage

Order from Irish Books and Media.
or check with your locai Irish
import store.

ax



