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Celtic connection

O’Flaherty brothers ‘ride waves’ hbme,for debut

Pholos courtesy Isaac Hararl, the Israel Sun

From left, Kenny Kosek Chaim Herzog, Danny and Patnck o’ Flaherly in Israel.
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By Revin Carmody -
Staff writer

NEDERLAND — Capping a year of
successful international tours, includinga .
command performance for Israeli President -
Chaim Herzog, Irish folk musicians Patrick

and Danny O’Flaherty return home Sunday to .

debut their seventh album, “Ride the Waves."
Far from the rugged west coast of Ireland

where the O’Flahertys were raised, Southeast .

Texas now is both their home and the setting -
for two historical ballads on the new album.
The brothers, who perform as the Celtic -

' Folk, say they decided to interrupt their

current tour and unveil the album here

because it includes songs that chronicle b'_oth =

the Battle of Sabine Pass and the 1900
Galveston hurricane. ) :

“Instead of doing it in New York or New S
Orleans, we thought the album should =~ " ©
premiere in Southeast Texas, because those
incidents happened nearby,” Danny said in a
recent telephone interview from New York,
where the Celtic Folk were appearingat .
Tommy Makem's Irish Pavilion.

The album debut, which will feature a two- -

set performance including all cuts off the .
album, begins at 7 p.m. Sunday at the Blue
Dolphin Club in the Schooner restaurant, at
U.S. 69-96-287 and Farm Road 365 in
Nederland. :

Danny, 37, said they learned about the Civil
War exploits of Lt. Dick Dowling, a native of
Tuam, Ireland, and the Battle of Sabine Pass
while helping Jeff Riley plan a 1988 St. o
Patrick’s Day observance in Port Arthur. '

The duo had completed long-term :
performing contracts in Washington, D.C.,
and New Orleans before moving to Southeast -
Texas in late 1987. They picked Southeast
Texas in part because Danny’s wife, the
former Susan Hinman, grew up in Port
Neches. ! -

Patrick now lives in Houston. New York '
fiddler Kenny Kosek joins the duo on tour.

Danny went to work on the ballad,
“Dowling’s Victory.” shortly after the St.
Pat’s Day ceremony at the Dick Dowling
historical monument in Sabine Pass. .l

.Dowling and his 47-man company, mostly

Danny O’Flaherty,.

' Israel’s .
.Aura Herzog during

dances a reel with
first lady

a command perfor-

mance at the presi-

dential palace this
past June.
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Irish immigrants, were assigned to defend .,
Sabine Pass from a mud fort armed with old -
cannon. Dowling didn't lose a man in the
Confederacy's greatest naval victory. B

“In Texas and much of the South, the
bravery of Dowling and his men helped erase
the prejudices against Irish immigrants,”

* Patrick, 38, explains. “It's an importantand =

instructive story on that basis alone.”

Many of the 12 cuts from the album — theif .

first album of all-original compositions —
carry traditional Irish themes. Two are
performed in Gaelic, the old Irish language, -
while several others relate tales of the sea. - -
On the whimsical side, “‘Sean Seagull”
suggests Ireland’s “‘air force"” — the seagulls
that escort ships in and out of harbors — is
preferable to the superpowers’ air squadrons

costing billions.

Many of the traditional folk pieces the Celtic -
“ Folk perform in concert and on earlier albums

carry messages of conciliation rather than
conflict, appeals to principles rather than
politics. :
The brothers say they prefer not to perform
Irish rebel songs that overly simplify a
complex and tragic conflict in Northern
Ireland, but in their music they address the

underlying causes of such conflicts.,

*For 800 years the Irish have strived to get
our country free and unified, but we want to
see it done in a peaceful manner. .
a Camp David-type situation,” Danny says.

“We hope people will look beyond who's

Y

‘right’ or ‘wrong’ in political conflicts.” Danny

says. “In dur music we try to open people’s
eyes with universal principles, such as

» learning from the mistakes of the past.”

 With 1988 appearances at Caribbean resorts,
in most major U.S. cities and on both CNN and
CBS, the June tour of Israel highlighted one of
the group’s most-successful years. :
~ And the command performance for Israeli

first lady Aura and President Chaim Herzog, -

who was raised in Ireland, added to a long list
of dignitaries who have enjoyed their music,
They played at Ronald Reagan’s first
inaugural ball, for Pope John Paul I on his -
first U.S. visit, and regularly at the .
Democratic Club for friends such as former
House Speaker Tip O'Neill.
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