
St. Patrick's Day At
The Woodlands

By Frank Reidy

The Woodlands Irish Cultural Society,
behind live-wire president Mary Jane
Bernsten, held its frst St. Patrick's Day
Celebrarion at The Wharf in Grogan's
Mill Village. With help from Ed Moran
of Just Books and other merchants, tle
group persuaded the Woodlands
Corporation to make available funds
originaily earmarked for a spring fesdval.

People entering The Wharf were given
a booklet on Ireland provided by the Irish
Tourist Board and a flyer explaining
WICS. Inside they were treated to
continuous entertainment exhibitions and
food. Except for the food it was all
FREE:

Despite heavy rains that were
reminiscent of the Deluge, members of
the Houston Irish Cultural Society turned
out to lend support. Margaret Crowley
displal'ed Irish merchandise from her
import shop in the N{arket Place. Frank
Reidy told srories of leprechauns and the
Houston Irish Dancen performed.
Members of the dance group include Fred
and N{axine Olson, Frank and Sheila
Reidy. Jan Jones, Carla Stephens, Pat
Kellv, and Mary Jane Bernsten.
Christopher Payne played the flute, but
harpisr Mary Keegan was turned back by
tie rising water.

Celtic Folk...r'o m Pase I

Kenneally's Pub in Houston. They
played at Tommy Makem's Irish
Pavillion in New York on St. Patrick's
Day before leaving on a tour that will
include St. Martin's Isle, Tulsa, New
Orleans, and Dallas. Following tlreir
Houston performance the group will
leave on a five-week tour of Israel.

Their musical style includes a blend of
raditional Irish and American folk
rhythms. They have recorded fwo
albums, including Celtic Folk - Rainbow
Flight.

Tickets for the Rice University
appearance may be purchased at the door:
adults $8.00 and students $5.00. For
advance dckets or information call Erin
Breen (713) '180-7557 or Jerry O'Keefe
("113 ffi5-7140. The concert will begin
at 8:00 PM.
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Area residents of The Woodlands also
provided entertainment. The McCullogh
High School Bandopened the proceedings
outside, then led a parade, Pied Piper
style, into The Wharf. Ken and Wanda
McDonnell enteftained on fiddle,
accordion, banjo and guitar. Ken added a
clogging exhibition that would shame a
man half his age. Munroe Taylor held
the crowd with his magnificent Irish
baritone. Mary Kaye Lake, accompanied
by Jane Kaye, sang Danny Boy and other
favorites. Rita Becker, a South African
songstress appearing at the Glass
Menagerie, also sang. The entertainment
was capped by a performance of J. M.
Synge's "The Shadow of the Glen" by
The Theatbr Factory.

Exhibitions included literary displays
by Just Books, Irish Art by Olivia
Howlett, and a genealogy display by
Barbara Frantz of the Magnolia County
Library. The Woodlands Irish Cultural
Society sold Irish Whiskey Cake, and
Chubby Bumpkins served up corned beef
and cabbage and green beer.

In the children's corner, arts and crafts
cut-outs were provided and a flute player
entertained. Pages from a Celtic
Coloring Book introduced children to the
ancient art form.

Progressive Sales
Schedule

Week I March 26-April3
35% Off Marked Prices

Week 2 April4-April9
45% Off Any Remaining ltems

Week 3 April 11-April 16

55% Off Any Remaining ltems

Week 4 April 18-April 23

65% Off Any Remaining ltems

Nothing Held Back

AllYour lrish Needs
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fnconvenience
I was walking off the beaten track,

absorbed in my thoughs when I saw
him. A Leprechaun. Repairing a shoe, on
the other side of a gulf. I leaped, but was
short" ripping my pants and a chunk of
skin off my rear+nd.

"You'd better let me attend to that," he
said "but all I have is some lambskin.
First, take some poteen to numb the
pain, while I use it to anesthetize your
bottom."

The stirching hurt. But now tiat I am
home, the darn wool grows so quickly, I
need !o have it barbered every week. The
indignity! The cost! The inconvenience!

This story by Frank Reidy won a prize
in a blarney contest sponsored by a local
YMCA.

4tlt Annual
Irish Stew
CookoJf

May 7

Over 100 Different Beers
to Choose From

Dine ln or Carry Out from Two Locations!

217 FM 1960 and
E. Bypass - Humble

Academy Shopping Center

Call 446-6785 for
more lnformation
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