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Thehst-Standand

lrish musician says he feels quite at home in
Syracuse
"This is a very lrish town," says Patrick O'Flaher$, who plays with an lrish group,

March 14,2OOz

By Mark Bialczak
Staff writer

V/hen it comes to lrish music, you don't get more authentic than Patrick O'Flaherty.

His first language is Gaelic, because he was raised in the Gaeltacht, the area where Gaelic is still
spoken, along lreland's West Coast, from the time he was 2. He plays with world-known lrish group
The Poor Clares. When he lived in Washington, D.C., his hangout to work and play was The
Dubliner pub. When he lived in New Orleans, he helped his brother, Danny, run his own bar,
O'Flaherty's.

And since August, Patrick O'Flaherty has lived in Syracuse.

He feels quite at home, O'Flaherty explains over lunch recently at Coleman's Authentic lrish Pub on
South Lowell Avenue. The definitively lrish joint was where O'Flaherty made his solo Syracuse debut
in late January, and where he'll play his second show on April 10.

Peter Coleman owns the place. His brother, Danny Coleman, owns The Dubliner, and he and
O'Flaher$ grew close in the days the latter lived in Washington, D.C.

Smallwodd, O'Flaherty figures. Good world, too.

"(Matt) Driscoll wins here for mayor, against another lrish American, Bemie Mahoney," O'Flaherty
discourses. "This is a very lrish town. People are very proud to be lrish here. There are five lrish
schools of dancing here! I want to meet these people who are leaming Gaelic. For music, you can
go here. And there's Kitty Hoynes (restaurant in Armory Square)."

His comfort level goes beyond the lrish-American, too.

"l didn't know what to expect. lt's been a great surprise," he says. "All the people are very nice. I

went to the DMV (Department of Motor Vehicles), and the two ladies were so nice to us. At the
DMV, they're usually so rude and bureaucratic. I figure it must be a nice town if even the DMV
people are nice to you."

At that January show at Coleman's, O'Flaherty displays the charisma of a man quite at home.

His first line: "lf you have any requests, write it on a 50 dollar bill and slip it on up to me."

His distinctive work on the harmonica, mandolin, accordion and vocals tums heads.

So does his humor. One group of obvious Syracuse University fans walk into the room wearing the
Orangemen colors.
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O'Flaherty can't help but comrnent about green and orange and loyalties.

"His stage personality, he has that dry wit," says brother Danny by phone from New Orleans.
"When we played together, I was tha talkative one. Anytime he spoke, people knew it. When he
went on his own, he had his own way of talking to the people. People love his dry sense of humor.
You have to listen to what he says. lf you don't, it goes right over your head. lf you're not up on
things, it'll pass you by. You see him perform, some people will laugh their tails off. Other people
will say, 'What are they laughing at?"'

His wife of eight years, Andrea lezo, says life with O'Flaherty is always that interesting.

"lt's loads of fun," she says. "He's great. Not only is he a talented musician, but he's also a fabulous
cook. And he cleans. I always joke that if it wasn't for Patrick, I'd be hungry and dirty."

O'Flahefi says he never hesitated to move to Syracuse when lzzo was offered a position teaching
special education at LeMoyne College, even though he had a good thing going managing
O'Flaherty's in New Orleans - with his music, with the food, with his rapport with the clientele.

"We learned that there was more to it than the music," Danny O'Flaherty says. "You have to fix the
toilet bowl and all that."

Patrick O'Flaherty is good at adapting. He and his brother Danny were bom in Minnesota, but his
parents moved back to lreland when he was 2 and Danny was 6 months.

"My father didn't want us to go to school in America. He didn't think the system would be good for
us," Patrick says. So Gaelic was his first language - along with his parents' and his nine siblings' -
and he didn't leam English until he was 17 and visited England for the first time.

"l never heard of comed beef and cabbage until I moved back to America," he says. "ln lreland, you
think of bacon and cabbage."

He got used to Americans'feelings that "Danny Boy" is a traditional lrish song, too.

"Whateverwill make people happy," he says. "l do not know (the words to)'Danny Boy,'though. l'll
play the tune, but not sing it. lt's an English song. Most lrish Americans don't know that. But that
doesn't make it bad. lt's not a bad song."

He loves it when people are interested in the lrish culture. He helped create the organization
Americans for lrish Awareness in Washington, D.C., and his many awards include the New Orleans
lrish Cultural Sociely's Coamnuigeoir Award.

Using Syracuse as his home base, he'll continue to tour lreland with The Poor Clares and work with
Danny around the United States.

"Let's put it this way: l'm booked for the next six months," he says.

When he's here, however, he wants to play.

"Maybe I should open my own place," O'Flaherty says.

@ 2OO2 The Post-Standard. Used with permission.
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