‘thurSdayS. Since weekends
begin on Thursday, we thought we’d
begin here. One of the liveliest stretches
of Washington nightlife is Adams Mor-
gan, and one of the sweetest spots in
Adams.Morgan on a Thursday night is
the Rumba Café (2443 18th St. NW, 202-
588-5501). A narrow room that’s not all
that deep either, the Rumba Café hosts
the salsa group Sin Miedo every Thurs-
day night. Led by French pianist Didier
Prossard, Sin Miedo is a truly interna-
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just walking down the hall to the rest
rooms. Everyone is moving; everyone is
smiling. It’s that kind of night.

More Thursday options. If want to
warm up for the weekend and get a
taste of how wonderfully diverse our
area has become, head to Ceilia's (2619
Columbia Pike, Arlington, Va., 703-
685-0790) to see another fine salsa
band, Orquesta La Romana. Music
throbs through a room filled with a
cross-section of Washingtonians—

schoolteacher Roberta Flack started
her music career more than 30 years
ago. On Fridays from 9:30 to midnight
in the upstairs bar, Mr. Henry’s fea-
tures the Kevin Cordt Quartet, an excel-
lent straight-ahead jazz group featur-
ing some of the finest musicians in
town, including trumpeter Cordt. The
group excels at reinterpreting ballads
and standards and is the perfect
soundtrack on a rainy Friday. There’s
no stage and the lighting isn’t great in
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Sunday5= Among the most
talented Irish musicians anywhere,
Patrick O‘Flaherty has a regular Sunday
night gig at one of the finest Irish bars
in Washington, Pat Troy’s (111 N. Pict
St., Alexandria, Va., 703-549-4533).
Growing up in Galway and on the

Aran island of Inis Mor, O’Flaherty’s g

first language was Gaelic, and it’s a
rare treat to hear him sing in his
mother tongue.

His fluency on instruments is as im-
pressive as his linguistic abilities, and
in the course of an evening he’ll pick
up a butron accordion, mandolin, gui-
tar and harmonica and blaze through
breakdowns, reels and ballads with the
skill of a true virtuoso. Half the fun is
hearing O’Flaherty chat between
songs, when he lets loose a running
comic commentary on Irish and Amer-
ican history and culture. If you miss
him on Sundays, he’s on the road with
his band, the Poor Clares. But he always
comes back to Pat Troy’s. This is the
second location for Troy’s, which
moved into the current address a cou-
ple of years ago but still manages to
seem well-aged and comfortable de-
spite its newness.
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